BACKGROUND  OF  THE  GLOBAL  STONE  PROJECT

Wolfgang Kraker von Schwarzenfeld was born in Munich in 1933. After the death of his father in 1937 and during the Second World War he was brought up in a remote part of Germany. He left home when he was 14 and became an apprentice in ceramics, later qualifying with a master’s degree in ceramics. When he was twenty years old he built a catamaran in Cologne which he sailed down the Rhine to the 

Netherlands where he learned how to sail.

In 1954, at the age of 21, he sailed to the Canary Island and the following year became the first person to cross the Atlantic in a catamaran. He sailed in the Caribbean and lost his catamaran in Florida – and then built a trimaran. On his return voyage across the Atlantic the trimaran capsized between New York and the Azores Islands. Mr von Schwarzenfeld spent the next 16 days in a rubber raft, surviving on fish and salt water while numerous ships past by without seeing him. He came near to death and had an out-of-body experience that dramatically changed his view of life and laid the basis for his subsequent philosophy. Soon after that, he 

was rescued by a passing freighter which brought him, for the first time, to Africa.

After these adventures, he married and had children. During this period he struggled to integrate his out-of-body experience into his Christian conception of life. He spent these years writing a book, developing life rafts and boats and working on a TV documentary on his experiences. In 1964 he moved to Spain where he worked for a hotel chain during the summers and taught art and ceramics in Germany during the winters. In 1970 he built a three-masted schooner, Pegasus, which he used as a day charter vessel for the next 25 years, sailing out of the Canary Islands.

Five years ago he retired from his charter business and set off to accomplish another of his long-standing goals – to sail around the world. He returned to many of the places that he had visited as a young man and was shocked to observe the drastic deterioration of the environment and the circumstances in which many 

people lived. His experiences inspired him to launch a new project as his own contribution to mankind – the Global Stone Project.

His inspiration was to seek two typical 25 to 30-ton natural stone boulders from each of the world’s five continents. He would then sculpture, inscribe and polish a surface on each of them to reflect the sun and transport one of each to Berlin, while leaving the other in a suitably prominent place in its own country. The project is self-funded, 

with ‘generous assistance’ from sponsors along his travels.

The stones left on each of their continents would be positioned so that their polished 

surfaces would reflect the light of the sun directly back to it. This would happen at 

noon, local time, on 21 June each year, thus ‘linking the five continents by sunlight’. 

The stones taken to Berlin will reflect the sun in such a way that they form a 

geometrical figure. They are being assembled in the Tiergarten, near the Brandenburg Gate, next to parliament. “The beauty of this concept is that there is no historical burden. It is a celebration, a looking forward to the future"”.

